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News from the den 

-Jeff Martin 

 

Snapshots 
   

 
 

 

  
 
Ms. Everley’s first and second grade science 
students have been investigating birds.  They 
have learned how birds move, the parts of a 

birds body, the difference in the legs and feet of 
birds and how birds make sounds.  They loved 
observing birds and dissecting the owl pellets. 
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Exciting News for the Horse Branch 

Elementary PTO 
Elections revealed a slate of new 
officers—President Renetta Romero, Vice 
President Pam Probus, Secretary Misty 
Camp, and Treasurer Ashley Johnston!  
We are very fortunate to have such a 
wonderful group of parents and staff at 
Horse Branch Elementary!    
Please save the date!  Tuesday, August 6th, 
2013 will be our Back To School Bash!  
PTO will have a little something special to 
give each student, everyone will get to 
meet their teacher and we will all have a 
great time together.  Hope to see you 
there. 
 

Up and Coming Events 
 

April 22-24—MAP Testing 2nd Grade 
April 22-----Pre-school Registration 
April 30-----Abe Lincoln Speaker 
  @ 1:00 Intermediate  
May 6-10----K-PREP Testing  
May 13------ 6th Grade Trip 
May 14------ Field Day 
May 15------Bluegrass Music Program  

@ 1:30 
May 16------ 6th Grade Graduation @9:00 
May 16------ Awards Day @ 1:00  
May 17------Last Day of School 

 

Dear Parents of 3rd – 6th Graders, 
 
We are so excited!  We have worked so 
hard and now it is time to show how great 
our students are.  Your child will be 
taking the required state assessment, K-
PREP, beginning Monday, May 6th and 
finish Friday, May 10th. 
 
Make-up Testing will take place in the 
afternoons and the following week May 
13 – 16.  If you need to schedule an 
appointment for the doctor, etc., please 
choose a “non-testing” day.   
 
We want each of our students to do their 
very best!  There are a few things that we 
expect them to do.  They include… 
  

 Eat a good breakfast  (either at 
home or school) 

 Be on time 
 Have a good attitude and good 

behavior 
 Do your best work 
 Answer all questions and parts of 

the questions neatly 
 
 
Please go over these requirements with 
your child.  We know you want them to do 
their best as well. 
 
During this time we need your help!  
Please do the following to make sure your 
child is able to do his or her very best… 
 

 Make sure your child is at school 
and on time every day.  It is much easier 
to take the tests during the regular time 
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rather than a makeup situation.  We are 
very limited for make-up testing with 
school ending on May 17. 
 

 Make sure your child gets a good 
night’s sleep.  We all know that when we 
are tired, we cannot do our best. 
 

 Encourage your child to do his or 
her best!  Make sure your child knows 
that you believe in him or her and you 
have high expectations. 
 
Thanks for all you do! 
 
Horse Branch Elementary Staff 

 
News from the 

Classrooms 

This week in art 
class 
Color was the focus of art for the K-4th grades 
this week. Knowing the three primary colors, 
plus black and white, is important if you want to 
be able to mix ALL the other colors we can see.    
The 5th and 6th graders worked on an exercise 
to strengthen their imagination, by quickly 
coming up with new names for themselves, as 
well as, imagining a number of different future 
occupations they could possibly have--in the 
future. With a great imagination students can 
come up with problem solving solutions quickly 
and easily.  
On Friday they all focused on colors by using the 
different color groups like the primary, 
secondary, intermediate and neutral colors to 
draw expressive little creatures we're calling 
'Furfeels'. These furry cartoons help us 
remember the color groups.  

Music Notes♪

♪ 

Students are learning about the instrument 
families and how they make their sound.  This 
week, the focus was on percussion instruments.  
Students identified percussion instruments and 
described the ways they make sound.  They also 
played many classroom percussion instruments.   
Next week, we will continue to learn more about 
the percussion family with Quaver music.   
 
The school has purchased Quaver music and the 
students are very excited to be able to work with 
this program!  We will be viewing top quality 
DVD’s, working in online classrooms with 
ActivBoard activities, and using other tools 
provided on this great website.   There are also 
corresponding lesson plans that encompass the 
standards of creating, performing and 
responding to the arts.   
 
As a reminder, if your child would like to use 
Quaver Music at home, you can register your 
child for a free Quaver account. Simply visit 
www.QuaverMusic.com and click on the “Sign 
Up” window in the upper right hand corner of 
the screen. Follow the onscreen instructions for 
creating an account, and be sure to enter an 
active parent email address when asked. After 
completing the sign up process, you will receive 
an email from the Quaver Team with the option 
to activate your student’s account. Simply verify 
your email address and your student will be able 
to access all the amazing features of the site, 
including customizing their Avatar or Music 
Room, as well as being able to retrieve a lost 
password.  There are paid features on the 
website but your child can have hours of 
educational fun with the free material.   
 
Here is a description of the website: 
QuaverMusic.com is one of the most original 
kid’s music websites ever and a premier online 
destination for kids to explore music! When they 
step through the door of Quaver’s Music Shop, 
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they enter a world where they can write the next 
hit melody, collaborate with a classmate on the 
perfect drum beat, and put it all together to 
share with their friends and family.  
 
They can travel through time and space to 
uncover musical genres they never knew they 
loved, decorate a music room of their very own, 
and win awards and prizes for using their 
musical knowledge and imagination. It’s a true 
virtual world experience where kids find the 
social interaction they want online, but in a safe 
environment sure to ignite a love of music in 
them for years to come! 
 
A Quaver app is also available called QNex.  I 
know many of the students are excited about this 
program and they are eager to try it at home!  
Thanks for supporting your child’s music 
education! 
 
Mrs. Mullikin 

The Gym 
In gym class we have been working on baseball 
skills.  K-2 classes have been working on 
throwing and catching as well as some striking 
skills.  We also played a lead up game for 
baseball where they get to hit the ball and run 
the bases.  The 3rd-6th grade classes have also 
been working on baseball skills and playing 
baseball with a plastic bat and ball.  They are 
learning the rules for baseball.  In the up coming 
weeks we will be doing the fitness test to 
measure their strength, flexibility, speed, and 
endurance.  The five parts of the fitness test are 
sit ups, push ups, sit and reach (this measures 
flexibility), shuttle run (this measures running 
speed), and the one mile run (this measures 
endurance).   
 
The JUMP ROPE FOR HEART gifts came in this 
week so I am giving those out also!!!!!  Thanks to 
everyone who helped support the American 
Heart Association by donating this year for Jump 

Rope for Heart.  I look forward to doing it again 
next year! 
 
FIELD DAY is going to be here soon!  If you 
would like to volunteer to help this year please 
call the school and let Ms. April know.  When you 
call please let her know if you can help all day or 
only morning or only afternoon. Field Day will be 
on Tuesday, May 14th!  
 

Mathematicians for 

the month of March 

are: 
Nevaeh Deweese, Jordan Elder, Madison 
Hildebrand, Noah Seaton, Gerricha Moore, Colby 
Chapman, Nicole Barton, Harlie Naue 
 

library 
Last day for checkout will be April 22.  All books 
will need to be returned on April 29 to give us 
two weeks to do inventory and get all books back 
before summer break.  Please, please help 
remind your child to return all library books.   
 We will also have the library open on 
Wednesdays this summer to allow students to 
checkout.  Keeping books in the hands of 
students is a number one goal of our library.  
Practice reading makes great readers and 
successful students. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

No Tobacco Products on 
School Grounds 
The Ohio County School System has a no tobacco 
policy on school grounds.  While you are at school 
events or ballgames please be aware that there 

FYI 
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should be no tobacco products used inside or outside 
while on school grounds.   

Lockdown  

In the event of a real lockdown, please remember 
that no one will be allowed to enter or leave the 
building until the lockdown is over.   

Transportation Department 
Office 
270-298-4832 
Horse Branch School Website:  The 
website is updated 
http://www.ohio.k12.ky.us/Horse%20Branch/D
efault.htm 

Interesting Facts 
America once issued a 5-cent bill.  
 

Ancient Egyptians slept on pillows 
made of stone.  
 

An animal epidemic is called an 
epizootic. 

Quote of the Week 
Have no fear of perfection - you'll never 

reach it.  
Salvador Dali 

Spanish Catalan Surrealist painter (1904 - 1989)    

http://www.ohio.k12.ky.us/Horse%20Branch/Default.htm
http://www.ohio.k12.ky.us/Horse%20Branch/Default.htm

