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We are almost halfway through the school year, and it seems to have flown by.  
At this point of the year, I encourage students to look at their mid-point grades 
and establish goals for the reminder of the year.  This week we had Miss 
Kentucky and Miss America contestant, Ramsey Carpenter (an Ohio County 
graduate), speak to our students about setting goals, overcoming adversity, and 
working hard to attain a goal.  She did an outstanding job, and our students 
appeared to enjoy the message.  She also performed on her fiddle and took 
pictures with some students.  Like Ramsey, there are many former students 
from Ohio County who have obtained various levels of success, and it is great to 
celebrate those successes to show our students that they too, can obtain success. 
 
As this 2nd nine weeks concludes, I would like to thank you, parents, for 
supporting your children and our school.  Our goal is to prepare students for 
high school, college/vocational school, work, and beyond.  I feel that we are 
making great progress in that goal, and we have excellent students in our school.  
As this time of year brings many events and activities, I’d like to take this 
moment to wish you a Merry Christmas and relaxing time with your family. 
 
 
It’s a Great Day to be an Eagle! 
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Minute to Win It -  8th Grade Math 

“Minute It to Win It” Activities 
 
OCMS eighth grade Math students participated in some 
“Minute It to Win It” activities in the gym on Monday, 
November 23rd.    First, the students worked in groups to solve 
various math review problems.   If the group members were 
able to successfully solve the assigned problem, then they 
moved to a nearby table to try an activity, modeled after the 
TV show “Minute It to Win It”. Challenges included: keeping 3 
balloons in the air, using M&Ms and chopsticks to form a 
smiley face on a plate, and balancing a plate of stacked baby 
blocks on top of the head.  One crowd favorite was wearing a 
tissue box around the waist and trying to shake Ping-Pong 
balls out of the box.  All activities had to be completed within 
the 60-second time limit.  A prize was rewarded to those 
students who successfully completed a challenge.   Eighth 
graders had watched a clip of this activity from last year on 
the school news and were looking forward to this day.  The 
eighth grade Math teachers: Mr. Benton, Mrs. Gordon, Mrs. 
Bunch and Mrs. Rinehart pronounced the day a success and 
said this was a fun, educational way to review math concepts.  
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Minute to Win It -  8th Grade Math 
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Festival of Trees 

IPAD INFO 
 

The video shows them 
how they can restrict 
student access to 
content they deem to be 
inappropriate.  It also 
shows them the iPad 
help section of your 
website.   

http://tinyurl.com/ocmsipads 

Everyone	  please	  go	  by	  the	  Ohio	  County	  
Artist	  Guild	  House	  to	  see	  the	  Festival	  of	  
Trees.	  	  The	  OCMS	  art	  class	  has	  one	  on	  
display	  and	  would	  appreciate	  your	  vote. 
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Support your Eagles! OCMS 

DECEMBER ASSET 
ASSET 9 

SERVICE TO OTHERS 

Young person serves in the community one hour 

or more per week 

To learn more about the 40 Developmental Assets, contact the 

Ohio County Middle School Youth Services Center 

at 274-3070. 

Who can be involved:  Any middle school student in Ohio Co. 
 
What activities will there be:  Wally Ball, Soccer, Volleyball, Flag Football, 
Basketball and Archery 
 
What you will learn:  Local doctors, physical therapists, nutritionists, exercise 
physiologists will teach lessons in many health related areas both at school and at the 
Family Wellness Center. 
 
How much it will cost: $0, zilch, nada, free, #nomoney.  The Family Wellness 
Center received funds from the Owensboro Health Community Benefit Grant to make 
this program free! 
 
How you get involved:  Let Mr. Hoover or Mr. Schrader know you are interested and 
give them your contact information.  I will then contact you and your parents. 
 
What Days/Times/Locations:  We will meet at the Family Wellness Center each 
Wednesday afternoon following school and we will be finished by 5:00-5:15PM 

 

Eagle Strong Intramurals 
 



 

 

  

 

 

STARTING NOV. 6 

EVERY 
TUESDAY 

AND 
THURSDAY  

ESS 
EXTENDED SCHOOL SERVICES 

FOR MATH 
A math teacher will be available after school on Tuesday and 

Thursday to assist students with their classwork and homework.   

A parent or guardian must provide transportation after ESS.   

Please bring a note to stay after school. 

3:00 pm 
to 

4:00 pm 
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Stained Glass Windows 8th grade math 

On	  Tuesday,	  December	  16,	  2014,	  the	  Ohio	  County	  High	  School	  
Concert	  Choir,	  Percussion	  Ensemble,	  Concert	  Band,	  and	  Symphonic	  
Band	  will	  present	  their	  Christmas	  Concert	  at	  6:00	  pm	  in	  the	  OCHS	  
gym.	  	  Immediately	  following	  their	  performance,	  the	  Ohio	  County	  
Middle	  School	  7th	  Grade	  and	  8th	  Grade	  Bands	  will	  present	  their	  
Christmas	  Concerts	  at	  7:00	  pm	  in	  the	  OCMS	  gym.	  
Come	  support	  our	  students	  and	  show	  your	  appreciation	  for	  all	  their	  
hard	  work	  in	  bringing	  classic	  holiday	  music	  to	  our	  community!	  
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Trip to “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” 
 

On Thursday, December 4th, 47 OCMS Gifted and Talented 
students attended a local performance of “The Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever”.  Students who are identified as Gifted and 
Talented in the area(s) of Language Arts and / or Drama were 
invited to the Hartford Community Center for an 8:30am 
viewing of this famous Christmas play.  This well-known 
Christmas drama is based on a children’s book by Barbara 
Robinson.   This laugh out loud play is the story of a couple 
trying to put on a church Christmas pageant that will star 
some “difficult” children.  A local organization, Oz Productions, 
presented this humorous drama and the play starred local 
students and adults.  Our students enjoyed the performance 
and especially enjoyed seeing the talents of our own Mrs. 
Brooks and Mr. Hoover, who participated in the play.    Ms. 
Herrell, Mrs. Minor, and Mrs. Honaker accompanied the 
students on the trip.   

SPIRIT WEEK 
for 

Christmas Wish 
Dec. 15-19 

A Christmas Wish is the name of the school fund that provides 
Christmas presents for OCMS students in need. Students/staff need to 
pay $1 each day they participate in Spirit Week. All donations will go 

to this fund. 
 

15th Monday-Sports Team Day AND/OR Hat Day 
16th Tuesday-Dress to Impress OR Hobo Day  
17th Wednesday-Redneck OR Camo Day  
18th Thursday-Favorite Disney Character OR Superhero Day 
19th Friday- Opposite OR Twin Day 
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To	  improve	  the	  appearance	  of	  Ohio	  
County	  Middle	  School,	  Mr.	  Farris	  has	  
started	  a	  school	  beautification	  
project.	  Alex	  Ball	  has	  been	  working	  on	  
the	  school	  beautification	  project	  to	  
show	  school	  pride.	  The	  school	  
beautification	  project	  will	  continue	  
for	  the	  next	  two	  months.	  
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 Should School Start Later? 
By: Caleb Kennedy 

 
 BEEP! BEEP! BEEP! It’s the dreadful sound of your alarm. Not a single 
muscle wants to get up out of bed to go to school. This is what a teenager has to 
go through in the mornings. Many teens aren’t getting the amount of sleep they 
need. This fact makes people question if school should start later. School should 
start later. There’s no doubt about it. 
 It is unhealthy for teenagers to not get enough sleep. According to “Should 
School Start Later?”  it says, “…teens need 8.5 hours of sleep a night.”  With 
teenagers participating in after school activities like sports, most of them don’t 
get home until 9:00 or even 10:00 on some nights.  Once they finally get home, 
then they have to start on their loads of homework given to them. So as a result, 
those teenagers go to bed extremely late.  Only 6 hours later they have to wake 
up and get ready to go to school. That’s over 2 hours less than what a teen needs. 
This sleep deprivation increases the risk of “depression, anxiety, obesity, and 
illness” states the article. Also, people grow the most as a teenager. When bodies 
grow, they need extra rest. So don’t risk teenagers’ health; school should start 
later. 
 Secondly, teens do better in school when it starts later. “One 2012 study 
found that middle schoolers’ test scores rose in reading and in math”  according 
to the passage. Also more students are alert and focused when they are well 
rested. Students won’t be distracted by their tiredness if school start times are 
pushed back. Also it would give teens time to actually wake up instead of being a 
brain-dead zombie. So improve the schools’ academic level and start school later. 
 Lastly, delaying school start times would give more time in the mornings. 
Everyone in the household including my household is rushed every second of 
every morning to get to school on time. Everyone is stressed out.  Also, kids who 
live further away from school than others, have to rush even more, causing a 
chaotic race against the clock. Some may say pushing the start times of middle 
and high schools back would throw off the bus routes. However, you could also 
push back the start times of the elementary schools. I have 3 elementary school 
aged siblings, and not a single one of them likes to wake up early to go to school. 
 In conclusion, school should start later. This needs to be done because 
teens aren’t getting the healthy amount of sleep they need, they do better in 

Before	  Thanksgiving	  Break,	  8th	  grade	  students	  completed	  an	  on	  demand	  
scrimmage	  where	  they	  wrote	  arguments	  on	  whether	  or	  not	  school	  should	  start	  

later.	  This	  is	  one	  student's	  opinion	  on	  the	  topic.	  

On Demand Scrimmage 
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Operation Christmas Child 

The	  Jr.	  Beta	  Club	  
sent	  off	  15	  
shoeboxes	  for	  
Operation	  Christmas	  
Child.	  The	  
shoeboxes	  were	  
filled	  with	  toys	  for	  
children	  overseas.	  	  

 

	  


