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THE EAGLE 
PRESS 

EAGLES NEST      Calendar 

September 4th - Eagle Pride 
Recognition Ceremony   
 
September 4th-1st parent 
teacher conference 
 
September 9th – OCMS vs. 
Burns Middle @ 5:30 Home 
 
September 11th – OCMS vs. 
Breckenridge 5:30 Away 
 
September 17th -Constitution 
Day 
 
September 17th – 8th graders 
will take the Explore test 
 
September 18th -7th graders 
will take the Explore test  
 
 

 
Well, it’s about that time of year.   We should soon receive our 
KPREP testing scores from last year.  We are anxiously waiting 
to find out how our students performed.   
 
We are nearing the halfway point of the first nine weeks, and 
classes are in full swing.  Student Progress Reports will be 
going out at Parent Teacher Conferences and also on Friday 
for students whose parents didn’t attend the conference.  If 
your child is unhappy with their grade, there are a couple of 
strategies that we have found to help students excel: 

1. Be here—attendance is a key factor of a student’s 
success. 

2. Have no zeroes for classwork or homework. 
3. Study for quizzes and tests in advance…not the day 

before. 
 
Also, students will be taking the Explore Test, which is a 
College and Career Readiness produced by ACT to gauge a 
student’s College and Career Readiness.  The test is designed 
for 8th Grade students, but we also give it to 7th Grade students 
so that they have an opportunity to experience the test before 
8th Grade.  It is a timed test, and it tests a student’s ability to 
critically think.  For most sections, there are around 30 
questions to be answered in 30 minutes.  The test consists of 4 
sections: Language, Reading, Math, and Science.  The 8th 
Grade score is part of our overall State Accountability Score.  
8th Graders will be taking the test on September 17th, and 7th 
Grade will be testing on September 18th.  Student results are 
available around October. 
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Boy’s basketball will be having open 
gym on September 8th from 4:30-6:00. 
Players must have an updated physical 
to participate. 
 
 
Try outs will be Sept 9th and 10th 
after school till 4:30 must have a 
physical to try out. 
 
Thanks 
-Coach Embry 
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Sign	  Up	  For	  REMIND	  
Mrs. Bullington 
1st period- text this message  @85e29 to this number 2702615087 
2nd period- text this message  @e5f09a to this number 2702615087 
3rd period- text this message   @art13rdper to this number 
2702615087 
4th period- text this message    @studioart4  to this number 
2702615087 
5th period- text this message    @art15thper  to this number 
2702615087 
7th period- text this message  @studioart7  to this 
number  2702615087 
8th period- text this message   @art88  to this number  2702615087 
9th period- text this message  @studioart9  to this 
number  2702615087 
 
Mr. Nic.'s  
text @mrnicss to (502) 883-6602, or  
send an email to "mrnicss@mail.remind.com" 
 

Ms. Young's  
@16e019 to (270)261-5146 
send an email to 
16e019@mail.remind.com 
 
Mr. Francis 
@49f96 to (862)210-6061 or  
send an email to 
49f96@mail.remind.com 
 
Mr. Johnson 
@ocjohnson to (270)200-4023 or  
send an email to 
ocjohnson@mail.remind.com 

 



 

 

	  

               

MATH      
                   

In	  preparation	  for	  our	  unit	  test,	  we	  
set	  up	  Integer	  stations	  to	  practice	  
each	  skill	  that	  we	  had	  learned	  
over	  Chapter	  One.	  We	  
completed	  a	  hop-‐scotch	  absolute	  value/ordering	  
activity,	  a	  Versatile	  activity,	  a	  coordinate	  grid	  
station,	  and	  an	  integer	  solving	  station.	  If	  students	  
mastered	  each	  of	  these,	  we	  played	  a	  game	  of	  
absolute	  value	  war	  and	  integer	  war	  with	  cards.	  
We	  had	  a	  great	  time	  of	  learning!	  Students	  
moved	  and	  were	  able	  to	  complete	  each	  station	  

with	  a	  partner	  or	  in	  small	  groups.	  Collaboration	  is	  
so	  beneficial	  to	  critical	  thinking.	  A	  special	  thanks	  
to	  Mrs.	  Vance	  for	  all	  her	  hard	  
work	  and	  support	  in	  creating	  
and	  assembling	  the	  
activities!	  Math	  can	  be	  fun!	  

-‐Mrs.	  Goff 



 

 

  

Science!

This is Mr. 
Francis 7th grade 
Science class 
looking at the 
Basic Unit of Life 
Cells. 



 

 

Quote of 
the week. 

                   
 

                         “50 years from now it will not matter 
what kind of car you drove, what kind of house you 

lived in, how much you had in your bank account, or 
what your clothes looked like, but that the world will 

be a little better because you were important in the 
life of a child.” 

~Anonymous 



 

 

 

WARNING 
It’s a fact… 

An alcohol-related family problem strikes one of every four 
American homes. 

Thirty-five percent of high school seniors had five or more 
drinks in a row at least once during the two weeks prior to a 

national survey. 
Alcohol users, particularly women and young drinkers, 

frequently use other drugs. 
The average age at which children first use alcohol or marijuana 

is 13 years of age. 
The United States has the highest rate of teenage drug use 

among industrialized nations. 

AlcoholL 
 



 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

7th GRADE VISION SCREENING COMPLETED 
Thanks to the cooperation of our 7th grade homeroom teachers 
and students we have successfully screened the vision of all 
308 7th graders.   The process takes an entire day, but with 
special training from our school nurse, the volunteers were able 
to be both efficient and timely with their screening.  Thanks to 
family members who reminded students to wear their glasses 
and contacts.  Our screening comes early in the school year in 
order for students and families to have time to correct any 
vision difficulties.   Thanks once again to all who helped with 
our Vision Screening.  Congratulations also to Mr. Renfrow’s 
homeroom students for displaying excellent listening skills and 
being extra cooperative throughout the screening.  

 Vision screening. 



 

 

 
The Explore test is given at OCMS each fall. This fall, the dates are: September 17th for the  8th 
graders and September 18th for the 7th graders.  This test is a pre-cursor to the PLAN test that is 
given to high school sophomores (grade 10) and the ACT test that is given to all high school 
juniors (grade 11).  The multiple-choice test has 4 timed sections (30 minutes per section) – 
English, Reading, Math, and Science.    The reading, math, and science sections all have 30 
questions, and the language section has 40 questions. 
 
Each section is based on 25 total points.  Eighth grade expected scores, called  benchmarks,  are 
English (13 points), Reading (16), Math (17), and Science (18 points). Meeting an Explore 
benchmark indicates that students are on track for success in meeting the college requirements 
for that content area. Students who meet all Explore benchmarks will be recognized here at 
OCMS during Elite Eagle Night, in the spring.  
 
Mr. Hoover and Mrs. Phelps, guidance counselor at the high school, will be meeting with all 8th 
grade students to discuss the importance of the Explore test on Monday, September 15th.  The 
Explore results are used to help guide scheduling decisions when the students register for 
freshman classes next spring.   
 
The day before the test, the students fill out an interest inventory.  On this inventory, students are 
able to express their educational / career plans, interests, anticipated high school course work, 
as well as to indicate any areas in which they believe they may need help.  
 
Data from this test also allows students to compare their scores with students from other states.  
Although both seventh and eighth grade students take the test, only the scores from the eighth 
grade students count as part of the school’s state accountability.  Our school results have 
improved each year and we are confident that this group of 8th graders will continue the tradition. 
 
For more information, check out act.org. 

Explore 
Test 



 

 

Kenergy reminds everyone to LOOK UP.

Most of us can’t remember a time when power lines didn’t stretch 
overhead.  Because those lines have been part of the scenery for so 
long, they tend to become “invisible.”

Here are some reminders:

If you drive farm equipment, look up.  Know where power lines are If you drive farm equipment, look up.  Know where power lines are 
located in the fields you plant.

If you carry extension ladders, tree-‐trimming equipment or pool 
skimmers around your home or barnyard, look up.  If these items 
come into contact with power lines, injury or death could result.  
Carry ladders and other long items horizontally when possible.  
And look up for power lines before you raise those tools for use.

LOOK UP 
LOOK OUT

Watch out for Overhead Power lines



 

 

 

OCMS Weekly News!!! 
 

Mr. Johnson’s 3rd period class produces a 
newscast each week and this newsletter 

every two weeks.  The newscast and 
newsletter are completely student produced. 


